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MEMORANDUM 

 
To:      All Medicare/Medicaid Nursing Facilities, Hospitals and PASRR Evaluators  

Re:      PASRR Update - Regulation changes  

Date:   November 15, 2017  

From:  State Mental Health PASRR Authority 

 

As you are aware the regulation changes impacting PASRR Pre–Admission, Psychosocial Well-Being & 

Quality of Life and Significant Change will be updated effective November 28, 2017. 

 

Pre–Admission 

According to State of Utah Rule 414-503-8. (Penalties) a Nursing Facility may not admit a patient until the 

health care professional completes the PASRR Level I Screening. If the Level I shows a positive screen for 

Mental Illness/ID-RC, the Local PASRR Office must complete the Level II Evaluation followed by the 

final Letter of Determination by the State Mental Health Authority, finding that the patient is eligible for 

Nursing Facility services. The penalty for not complying with PASRR rules will be borne by the Nursing 

Facility admitting the patient. Penalties can range from loss of Medicaid payment on a specific 

Applicant/Resident for the days from the date of admission to the date of the PASRR process being 

completed, or the loss of all Medicaid funding for the entire Nursing Facility. 

 

Significant Change 

§483.20(k)(4) A Nursing Facility must notify the State Mental Health Authority or State Intellectual 

Disability Authority, as applicable, promptly after a Significant Change in the mental or physical condition 

of a Resident who has mental illness or intellectual disability (for Residents with a Level II evaluation).  

 

The Nursing Facility must refer all Residents who have not previously had a Level II evaluation to the 

Local PASRR evaluators with newly evident or a possible serious mental illness, intellectual disability, or 

a related condition and for a Level II evaluation upon a significant change.  

 

 ―Significant Change‖ is a major decline or improvement in a Resident’s status that:  

 

1) will not normally resolve itself without intervention by staff or by implementing standard disease-

related clinical interventions; the decline is not considered ―self-limiting‖ (NOTE: Self-limiting is 

when the condition will normally resolve itself without further intervention or by staff 

implementing standard clinical interventions to resolve the condition.); 

2) impacts more than one area of the Resident’s health status; and  

3) requires interdisciplinary review and/or revision of the care plan. This does not change the 

facility’s requirement to immediately consult with a Resident’s physician of changes as required 

under 42 CFR 483.10(i)(14), F580. 
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The process for all re-evaluations for Significant Changes for Residents/Applicants with Mental Illness 

must be referred to the Local PASRR Evaluators.  

 

The process for all re-evaluations for Significant Changes for Residents/Applicants with Intellectual 

Disability or Related Conditions must be referred to the evaluator who completed the most recent Level II 

evaluation.  

 

For more information on Significant Change, please refer the PASRR Training Manual on Page 26. 

 

Quality of Life 

§483.21(a)(1) The facility must develop and implement a baseline care plan for each Resident that includes 

the instructions needed to provide effective and Person-Centered care of the Resident that meet 

professional standards of quality care. The baseline care plan must—  

 

(i) Be developed within 48 hours of a Resident’s admission.  

(ii) Include the minimum healthcare information necessary to properly care for a Resident including, but 

not limited to—  

 

A. Initial goals based on admission orders.  

B. Physician orders.  

C. Dietary orders.  

D. Therapy services.  

E. Social services.  

F. PASRR recommendation, if applicable. 

 

For PASRR specialized services (Mental Health and/or ID - RC treatment), to be included in the Care Plan 

process, please refer to the ―Review of Recommendations‖ section on Level II form. 

 

The intent of the PASRR Program is to ensure that people with mental illnesses and/or intellectual 

disabilities or related conditions applying for admission or admitted to Medicaid certified nursing facilities 

are being adequately diagnosed and receive treatment recommendations. PASRR helps to facilitate 

appropriate placements for Applicant/Residents in the least restrictive setting possible by evaluating if the 

community is considered as a placement option and to identify the services Applicant/Residents need, 

wherever they are placed. 

https://dsamh.utah.gov/pdf/pasrr/PASRR_Program_Manual_2017.pdf

